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APPENDIX  A 

Garrison  to  Ross 

Si  •,_  V„ •:;•  ,  in  reply  to  mine,  has  just  been  re- 

ived. 
■• — *\  i, ,.,_,-  to  bo  understood.  In  recording  in  your  book  ^  li.it 
J  > ! i : i  Brown  is  said  to  have  ill  I  concerning  the  pftrthern 
abolitionist?,  I  did  not  suppose  that  you  endorsed  his  senti- 
ments, but  published  them  rather  to  show  how  intensely  con- 
centrated was  his  mind  upon  his  own  method  of  operations. 
Still,  their  ah surdity  and  injustice  are  none  the  less  obvious, 
and  qnite  derogatory  to  his  moral  discernmenl ;  and  as,  ont  of 
regard  to  Iih  memory,  it  would  bare  been  a  friendly  art  not  to 
have  printed  tliera,  so  it  will  be  none  the  less  friendly  and  judi- 
cious on  your  part  to  suppress  them  io  the  new  edition  of  your 
work,  as  yon  intend  doing.  He  will  be  better  appreciated  by 
the  omission. 

"The  truth  is,  Jobn  Brown  was  exactly  titled  for  the  enter- 
prise he  under  toot  bieve.  He  believed  iu  the  method  of 
•h'shiia  rather  than  that  of  Jesus — in  the  BWOrd  of  Gideon  rath- 
er than  the  sword  of  the  Spirit — in  powder  and  ball  rather  than 
any  moral  insti  imentalities;  and  be  aeted  accordingly,  being  as 
willing  to  be  led  to  the  stake  or-gallowa  as  any  martyr  or  pa- 
triot of  other  daysi  acting  all  the  while  under  the  deepest  relig- 

OUS  conviction  -.  While  in  prison,  awaiting  his  execution,  he  evi- 
dently bad  his  spiritual  vision  somewjial  purged;  for,  writing  to 
a  Quaker  lady  in  Rhode  [stand,  he  saidri  You  know  that  Christ 
once  armed  Tier  [a  mistake,  for  the  occaaioi  referred  to  incul- 
cates a  very  different  lesson];  so-/also,/I  think in  my  case  He  put 
word  into  my  hand,  and  there  continued  it,  as  long  as  He 
saw  best,  an  1  then  kindly  took  it  from  im  |,i  marked  para- 
dox]; I  me  in  when  1  first  wenl  I  i  Kansas.  1  wish  you  could 
know  with  what  1  am  now  wielding  the  Wsword  of 

the  Spirit  ?  on  the  right  hand  and  on  tie-  left.  I  bless  God  that 
it  proves  u  mighty  to  the  pulling  down  ol  V' 

his  power  over  men's  hearts,  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  em- 
anated from  his  prison  through  the  spirit  be  displayed  and  the 
grand  words  he  wrote  in  his  numerous  letters.  Had  he  b< 
killed  outright,  with  a  musket  in  his  hand,  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
the  world  w  -aid  have  regarded  him  as  simply  or  little  better 
than  insane.  At  the  time/ I  said  in  the  Liberators  J  By  the 
:.  Lexi  .  and  Bunker  Hill,  and  by  the  prin- 

cip  iuciate  1  by  this  nation  in  its  Declaration  of  [odepen- 

d<  iptain  Brown  was  a  hero,  to  he  justified  in  all  that  he 

aimed  to  achieve,  however  lacking  in  sound  discretion. V  1  al- 
ways endeavored  t  »  deal  tenderly  and  generously  with  him, 
though  not  in  accord  with  his  martial  poll 

_        *  Very  truly  yonrs, 

*  Wm.  Li.o\  i)  <takrison. — MS. 
■Da,  A.  M.  Rose.*— 
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